
What’s 
in it

for you?

You’re invited
Drop-in Event

The Guide Hut 
Station Road 

Saturday 
11th November 2017

10.30am to 15.30pm

GXplan
Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan 

www.gxplan.co.uk

The Neighbourhood Plan is supported by
the Gerrards Cross Town Council.
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Gerrards Cross Neighbourhood Plan 

www.gxplan.co.uk

WE NEED 
YOUR HELP!

We have identified some aims 
and objectives and we want 

to know if you agree with 
them and whether we have 

forgotten anything.

COME AND HAVE 
YOUR SAY. 

http://www.gxplan.co.uk
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What is a Neighbourhood Plan?

Neighbourhood planning is a right for 
communities introduced through the Localism 
Act 2011. Neighbourhood Development Plans 
become part of the Local Plan and the policies 
contained within them are then used in the 
determination of planning applications.

In very simple terms, a neighbourhood plan is:

•	 A document that sets out planning policies 
for the area – planning policies are used 
to decide whether to approve planning 
applications

•	 Written by the local community, the people 
who know and love the area, rather than the 
Local Planning Authority

•	 A powerful tool to ensure the community 
gets the right types of development, in the 
right place.

Local people can create a plan that allows 
them to develop planning policies that reflect 
the priorities of their area and have real legal 
weight. The whole community then decides at 
a referendum vote whether the local authority 
should bring the plan into force.

A neighbourhood plan is an important 
document with real legal force, therefore 
there are certain formal procedures that it 
must go through.

To find out more 
about the process 
have a look at this 
step-by-step guide. 

http://locality.org.
uk/wp-content/
uploads/Quick-
Guide.pdf

Vision, Aims and Objectives:

10       Locality Neighbourhood Plans Quick Guide

Locality Neighbourhood Plans Quick Guide       11

Bringing the  

Plan into Force

Pre-Submission Consultation

It is a legal requirement that the proposed Neighbourhood Plan is publicised and the subject  

of public consultation, before it is submitted to the local planning authority. This includes:

• publicising the plan in a manner which brings it to the attention of people who live, work 

or run businesses in the neighbourhood area. This should include details of the proposed 

Neighbourhood Plan, details of where and when it may be viewed (e.g. local fairs, schools, 

etc.), details on how to make comments on the plan and the date by which comments must  

be received (at least six weeks from the date on which it is first publicised)

• consulting bodies whose interests may be affected by the plan. The local council should be 

able to advise on this, but it is likely to include the county council, the Environment Agency, 

Natural England and English Heritage

• sending a copy of the proposed plan to the local authority

• consulting any neighbouring local, town or parish councils, significant landowners,  

local businesses and local community organisations, such as chambers of commerce, 

civic societies and local trusts. 

It may be useful to produce a concise summary of the plan for those that don’t wish to  

read the full document. 

A brief report must be produced, summarising comments received, issues raised by those 

comments and describing if and how the plan has been modified in response to the issues  

raised. This is known as the ‘consultation statement’ which is a legal requirement for all 

Neighbourhood Plans. 

Submitting the Plan 

Following any amendments resulting from the 

pre-submission consultation stage, the  

proposed Neighbourhood Plan should be 

submitted to the local planning authority by  

the qualifying body. The local authority is 

Writing the Neighbourhood Plan

There is considerable flexibility over how a plan is structured and written. 

Careful consideration should be made of how 

the plan will be delivered and this will 

require constructive dialogue with key 

stakeholders, such as development 

managers in the local authority, public 

agencies, landowners and developers. 

The following are suggestions for 

possible content of the plan:

Vision and Aims. The 

Neighbourhood Plan can set out the 

community’s overall vision for the area 

and should include overall aims for its future 

development and growth. These can relate to a wide 

range of planning and regeneration matters – social, economic and environmental. The vision 

and aims of the plan can then be translated into detailed policies, guidance and proposals.

Planning Policies. A Neighbourhood Plan, once made, will form part of the statutory local 

development plan for the area and its policies will be used to determine development proposals 

in the neighbourhood. Planning applications will be determined in accordance with the 

Neighbourhood Plan’s policies unless material considerations indicate otherwise.  

The policies in the plan could be supplemented if necessary by explanatory text or illustrations  

to help with their interpretation. 

Site Allocations. The Neighbourhood Plan may identify key sites for specific kinds 

of development, such as housing, retail, employment or mixed use. 

Community Proposals. Regeneration or enhancement proposals relating to the use and 

development of land could be included in the plan. For example, it could include policies around 

improving key public spaces and pedestrian links or allocate sites for new community facilities, 

such as a community centre. 

To keep the Neighbourhood Plan concise, focused and clear on what are the proposed “policies”, 

a background document could be created, listing the sources of evidence, summarising any new 

evidence and describing the outcomes of the community engagement programme at different 

stages in the plan process. 
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Producing a Neighbourhood PlanNeighbourhood AreaThe first formal step in neighbourhood planning is the submission of the proposed 

neighbourhood area to the local planning authority for designation. The following must be 

submitted in the area application:• a map identifying the proposed neighbourhood area
• a statement explaining why the area is appropriate to be designated as a neighbourhood area

• a statement explaining that the body making the area application (the parish or town council  

or prospective neighbourhood forum) is capable of being a qualifying body.
For town or parish councils, there is a strong presumption that the neighbourhood area will be 

the same as the parish boundary. However, they may choose a smaller and more focused area, 

such as a town or local centre, or an area beyond the parish’s boundaries if that makes a sensible 

area to plan for. Adjacent parish/town councils may agree to work in partnership to produce 

a joint Neighbourhood Plan. 

Prospective ‘neighbourhood forums’ (see below) will also need to apply for a neighbourhood area 

to be designated.

Qualifying Bodies
Where there is a town or parish council, then that is the qualifying body for leading a 

Neighbourhood Plan in a designated neighbourhood area that includes all or part of the council’s 

area. Further arrangements apply in a multi-parished area, which are not set out here. 
Where there is no parish or town council, a neighbourhood forum of at least 21 people must be 

formed for the neighbourhood area. This should reflect the “inclusivity, diversity and character 

of the area” and efforts must be made to include at least one person living in the area, one 

person working in the area and one councillor. The forum will lead the development of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

An application by the prospective neighbourhood forum to be designated as the “neighbourhood 

forum” for a particular neighbourhood area has to be submitted to the local planning authority. 

Making the Decision to Prepare a Neighbourhood Plan

Neighbourhood Plans enable communities to take the lead in producing part of the statutory 

development plan for the area. Crucially, unlike a parish plan, these neighbourhood plans must 

be used to determine planning applications in a neighbourhood area. It can represent a serious 

commitment and any group of people considering preparing a Neighbourhood Plan will need to 

carefully weigh the opportunities against the time/cost implications and come to a balanced view. 

This is where the flexibility of neighbourhood planning to adapt to time/resource considerations 

is important. Obviously, a simpler plan with few policies will have less resource implications than 

a more comprehensive and complex one. Possible sources of help should be identified e.g. the 

local authority through its duty to support.
Considerations may include what other tools can be used to deliver the community’s ambitions, 

the adequacy of existing local policies, skills available and alternative use of resources, such as 

delivering existing parish or community plans. 

Project Plan
Effective project planning is important to successful neighbourhood planning. A project plan can 

identify key stages, actions, an indicative timetable, and available resources and costs. The plan 

could also allocate responsibilities for coordinating different aspects of the process. 
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